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ANOTHER COMMITMENT 
FULFILLED AS WATER FROM 
MASAMA FLOWS INTO PIPES
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Batlhalefi David  Leagajang
PRESS SECRETARY TO THE PRESIDENT

Last week His Excellency, the President met community leaders in Mabolwe 
and Semolale as part of the consultative programme spearheaded by 
Government. The idea behind these meetings was to hear from the people 
what their concerns are and also get feedback from them in terms of what 
they expect from the Government. This meeting gave the community 
leadership and the country executive an opportunity to converse and share 
ideas under a very convivial atmosphere. From the engagements at these 
meetings a solution will clearly be found in the near future as Government 
and the residents agreed to work together and come up with workable 
solutions to their concerns. 

We applaud His Excellency, the President for upholding his commitment to 
run an inclusive and consultative government. Democracies all over the world 
thrive by inclusivity and consultation and we all know that these are the 
foundations on which our Republic is built on. We also applaud His Excellency 
for indicating that he shall hold such meetings throughout the country. COVID 
19 pandemic has affected the way we relate as people and the administration 
of government and it looks like it will take time before the traditional Kgotla 
meetings are held. We therefore, encourage the community leaders who will 
be taking part in these consultative meetings to ensure that they represent 
the will of the people and ensure that democracy is entrenched.

 
If you want to be included in the Tautona Times mailing list please send your 
names and email address to bleagajang@gov.bw 

Remember to tune in to RB 1 every Monday at 0650hrs and Friday at 1710hrs 
for Tautona Times radio segment.
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 Week behind
(6th September to 13th September 

2021)

 

HE started one of 
his planned series of 

Consultative meetings with 
community leadership

 

HE held a virtual 
meeting with the DG 
of the WHO last week 

Friday

President Masisi briefing 
the media after his virtual 
call call with the Director 

General of the WHO

Masama pipeline- 
President Masisi will 

commission the Masama 
water pipeline next month
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When the project was first mooted and funds approval was 
sourced from Parliament there was a lot of scepticism and 
controversy over the 100km Masama water pipeline. The 
project was mooted in order to augment the North South 
Carrier pipeline to draw water from the Masama wellfields 
so as to mitigate the water deficit in the greater Gaborone.

His Excellency, the President Dr Mokgweetsi Masisi has 
remained adamant that his administration will do anything 
to ensure that the nation is provided with drinking water, 
as water is a basic necessity for people’s survival and for 
industries to run.

The construction of the project which was awarded in July 
2019 started in August 2020. It has been completed within 
schedule and within budget. Residents of some parts of 
greater Gaborone though unaware tasted the first drops 
of water from the Masama wellfields on the 7th September 
2021. The project, a joint venture between a foreign and 
local company was done at a cost of P781 million being 
design and construction. 

President Masisi is expected to commission the project 
and officially hand it over as another promise fulfilled 
and success story sometime next month.  The current 
water demand of greater Gaborone is 179 mega litres per 
day and the current supply through NSC which is from 
Letsibogo and Dikgatlhong dams is 80 me litres. Gaborone 
dam and Molatedi dam in South Africa provide 25 mega 
litres. During construction the project employed 300 
people. The terms of the contract bound the contractor to 
use unskilled and semi-skilled labour in the project area. 
Locals throughout the country provided skilled labour and 
where there was no local skill the company was permitted 
to source from outside the country with a provision of skills 
transfer.

Water from Masama 
flows into the 
pipes-Another 
commitment 

fulfilled

The Masama pipeline will address the deficit and greater 
Gaborone will have a surplus in a medium term. The long 
term solution is the construction of the NSC II which is a 
duplication of NSC I and runs parallel to it.
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President Masisi advocates for more Batswana 
at WHO

His Excellency, the President, Dr Mokgweetsi Eric Keabetswe 
Masisi had a virtual meeting with the Director General 
of the World Health Organisation Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus. The two leaders discussed an array of issues 
among them the ongoing COVID 19 pandemic, vaccine 
deployment as well as vaccine inequality. 

President Masisi told Ghebreyesus that Botswana has 
made some strides in regard to managing the COVID-19 in 
particular through the non-pharmaceutical interventions. 
He also thanked him for his efforts in ensuring that 
Botswana received vaccines through COVAX. However, 
President Masisi reiterated his call for equality in vaccine 
distribution adding that the vaccines Botswana received 
have covered a small percentage of the population. He 
therefore, appealed to Dr Ghebreyesus to continue strong 
advocacy to increase supply and for manufacturers 
to prioritise vaccines to African countries and COVAX. 
President Masisi said equality on vaccine distribution 
will ensure that the gains in advancing universal health 
coverage are not lost, and in particular to address the 
double burden of both infectious and non-communicable 
diseases.

President Masisi also used the opportunity to request 
for the Director General to support capacity building of 
the human resource for Botswana to be able to ascend 
to new positions, including the WHO Young Professionals 
Programme and the Internship Programme. He said 
Botswana has invested in education and training of its 
human resources and it is his mission to ensure that they 
occupy strategic positions in international organisations. 
Currently Botswana has only a total of three (3) persons 
that work at the WHO inclusive of Ms Shenaaz Halabi and 
Dr Matshediso Moeti. 

He congratulated the Director General for the continued 
efforts to ensure increased diversity achieved through 
gender parity and geographical representation across all 
levels of the WHO Organization workforce. 
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Despite being on Cabinet recess, His Excellency President 
Masisi embarked on the first of a planned series of 
consultative meetings with community leaders throughout 
the country. The President visited Mabolwe and Semolale in 
the Bobirwa Sub district last week. He was accompanied by 
the Minister for Defence, Justice and Security Honourable 
Kagiso Thomas Mmusi, Assistant Minister of Agricultural 
Development & Food Security Honourable Beauty Manake, 
the Member of Parliament for Bobirwa Honourable Taolo 
Boipuso Lucas, Chief of Staff in the Presidency Lephimotswe 
Boyce Sebetela and the Commissioner of Police Keabetswe 
Makgophe.  

The two villages share a border line with the country of 
Zimbabwe and the residents have long complained about 
incidents of crime which mostly include livestock rustling 
committed by some people from Zimbabwe. These 
incidents of crime, according to the community leaders 
have tremendously impacted on the livelihoods of the 
people. This has forced them to abandon their ploughing 
fields and cattle posts in addition relocating their livestock 
to the villages where the thieves have not encroached yet. 

Some resident said they have been brought to their knees 
by the incidents since the criminals have wiped out their 
livestock.  The residents made submissions to government 
which they believe can be a permanent solution to their 
challenges.

President Masisi assured the residents that the territorial 
integrity and sovereignty of Botswana shall be protected 
and he assured them that as long as he is the President, 
no Motswana shall run away from their preferred dwelling 
because of threats by external forces especially criminals. 

President Masisi embarks on  consultation
with community leaders

He assured them that a Task Force shall be set up as a 
matter of urgency which will include the community. Its 
mandate will be to further assess the situation and make 
recommendations to the Presidency.

President Masisi told the residents that he shall take up 
the matter with his counterpart, President of Zimbabwe, 
His Excellency Dr Emmerson Dambudzo Mnangagwa. In 
the short term he will instruct the Minister of International 
Affairs and Cooperation Dr Lemogang Gaokgakala Kwape 
to take the High Commissioner of Zimbabwe to Botswana 
to the areas so that he meets the affected people and 
assess for himself first hand. The High Commissioner of 
Zimbabwe to Botswana will also in turn brief Harare.
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The President 
visited 

Mabolwe and 
Semolale in 
the Bobirwa 
Sub district 
last week
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PICTURE OF  WEEKTHE 
 Presidential Photographer, Phenyo Moalosi  explains his choice.                

It takes a lot of imagination to be a good photographer and create images that leave a lasting impression 
on a viewer. Famous British photographer, David Bailey once said, “…in Photography, it takes a lot of 
looking before one could learn to see the extraordinary”.  I took this photograph of President Dr 
Mokgweetsi Masisi fielding questions from the media, to force the viewer’s eye into seeing the world 

differently.


