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The multimillion 83 kilometres 
water pipeline from Masama 
to Mmamashia constructed by 
Khato Civils will be completed 
in 10 months time Botswana 
Guardian has established.

Khato General manager, 
o p e r at i on s  a n d  pro j e c t 
coordinator, Mike Dos Santos 
who has just come out of 
14 days quarantine told this 
publication that although 
contractually they have 12 
months to complete the project, 
their goal is to complete it 
within 10 months.

Dos Santos said that although 
construction is science and 
includes forward planning, 
nature, in the form of rainfall, 
could delay their work.

Dos Santos says although 
they delayed due to restrictions 
by COVID- 19, however, the 
design team worked vigorously 
to catch up to what they needed 

to do. “We had to submit our 
designs to the client which we 
did keeping in mind that we 
were given the go ahead on 1st 
May to start the project.

“We mobilised as fast as we 
could which generally takes 
approximately three weeks to 
get the motion going as far as 
the documentation for your 
logistics. But fortunately we 
were well planned and we were 
able to start logistics very soon 
as well as the submission for 
the drawings to the client for 
interpretation and approval”.

 As soon as they came out of 
quarantine last Tuesday, they 
immediately mobilised for 
setting up the site in Artesia. 
“We started with the land 
surveyor setting up points 
which had been demarcated 
and allocated to us by the 
clients,” he explained.

Dos Santos said they are 
going to split the 83 kilometres 
into four sectors. The first 
activity would be the land 

surveying and setting up of the 
pipeline, second is de-bushing 
of the pipeline. “That is where 
we are right now and we have 
done about 12 kilometres down 
the line. 

“There are still farm fences 
which we have not gone 
through, but we have asked our 
stakeholders to negotiate with 
the client, which is what they 
are doing so that the matter can 
be resolved amicably” 

He said they have been 
carrying out investigation on 
site as far as the electrical, 
CNI, forest protection and 
mechanical which will assist 
the design team and the 
client as to the requirements 
needed for the pipeline to run 
efficiently for the required 64 
Mgs per day from Masama to 
Mmamashia.

“Our next step is to tackle 
our feeder tank at Bokaa as 
well as chambers and isolation 
chambers while we wait for the 
manufacturer of the pipes”.
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